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Installing VirtualBox for Linux 

1. FIRST CHECK THAT YOUR COMPUTER’S SPECS ALLOW 

FOR VIRTUALIZATION. 

2. Go to www.virtualbox.org/wiki/Downloads 

 
 

3. Choose the package based on which operating system your computer currently runs. 

 

4. If you are using Windows, double-click the setup file and follow the prompts to 

install. If you are using a Mac, open the DMG file that you downloaded and drag the 

VirtualBox file to your Applications folder. 

 

 

5. VirtualBox allows you to manage your various virtual machines, and easily create 

new ones. You can run VirtualBox directly from the installation program, or you can 

start it from the desktop icon. 

 

6. Now go to http://www.ubuntu.com/download/desktop. 

 

 

7. Choose your OS and click Download. 

 

8. Choose whether you want to donate money to Ubuntu. (Not required) 

http://www.virtualbox.org/wiki/Downloads
http://www.ubuntu.com/download/desktop
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9. Click Download. 

 

10. Afterwards, launch VirtualBox from the Windows Start menu, click on New to create 

a new virtual machine. When the New Virtual Machine Wizard appears, click Next. 

 
 

11. You can call the machine whatever you want. If you're installing Ubuntu, it makes 

sense to call it Ubuntu. You should also specify that the operating system is Linux. 
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12. VirtualBox will try to guess how much of your memory (or RAM) to allocate for the 

virtual machine. If you have 1 GB or less of RAM, I would advise you stick with the 

recommendation. If, however, you have over 1 GB, about a quarter of your RAM or 

less should be fine. For example, if you have 2 GB of RAM, 512 MB is fine to 

allocate. If you have 4 GB of RAM, 1 GB is fine to allocate. If you have no idea what 

RAM is or how much of it you have, just go with the default. Click Next. 
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13. If this is your first time using VirtualBox, then you do want to Create new hard disk. 

Click next again. 
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14. Theoretically, a dynamically expanding virtual hard drive is best, because it'll take up 

only what you actually use. There are situations, though, when installing new 

software in a virtualized Ubuntu, in which the virtual hard drive just fills up instead of 

expanding. So we recommend picking a Fixed-size storage.
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15. Ubuntu's default installation is less than 3 GB. If you plan on adding software or 

downloading large files in your virtualized Ubuntu, you should tack on some buffer.

 
 

16. Click Create and wait for the virtual hard drive to be created. This is actually just a 

very large file that lives inside of your Windows installation.
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17. The next thing to do to make the (currently blank) virtual hard drive useful is to add 

the downloaded Ubuntu disk image (the .iso) boot on your virtual machine. Click on 

Settings and Storage. Then, under CD/DVD Device, next to Empty, you'll see a little 

folder icon. Click that.
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18. Select the Ubuntu .iso you downloaded earlier.

 
 

19. Once you've selected it, click OK. Then double-click your virtual machine to start it 

up. 



O’Daniel Lebron  9/18/14 

 

20. You may get a bunch of random warnings/instructions about how to operate the guest 

operating system within VirtualBox. Read those, and then you may also want to mark 

not to see those again. 

 

21. Once it's started up, just follow the regular installation procedure as if you were 

installing Ubuntu on a real hard drive (instead of a virtual one). 

 

22. Afterwards, in order to use your virtualized installation (instead of continually 

booting the live CD), double-check that the CD/DVD Device entry is Empty again.

 


